OPTOMETRIC CARE OF THE PATIENT WITH ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURY
Vision dysfunctions are among the most common sequelae associated with acquired brain injury (BI). The anatomy and physiology of the vision system, the vascular and neural network of the brain, and the dynamics of head trauma all contribute to the high incidence of visual dysfunction with brain injury. Causes of brain injury which may contribute to visual dysfunction include blunt, penetrating, or acceleration/deceleration trauma; suffocation/hypoxia; pharmacological toxicity; and cerebral vascular accidents.
Injury to the eye or the sensory, motor or associated areas of the visual system of the BI patient may result in the development of the following:
• Strabismus 
OPTOMETRIC EVALUATION AND MANAGEMENT
The patient with BI should be evaluated by an optometrist who has training and clinical experience in the care of eye and vision problems related to brain injury. As a member of, or consultant to, the patient's rehabilitation team, the optometrist is able to relate specific visual dysfunctions to patient's symptoms and performance in order to provide remediation and guidance. This will increase the effectiveness of the overall rehabilitation program, which is often highly dependent upon vision.
The evaluation of the patient with brain injury may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
CONCLUSION
Optometrists provide essential vision services in the rehabilitation process of the patient with brain injury, including diagnosis, treatment and consultation in order to maximize the patient's outcome. The ultimate goal of these services is to improve the patient's quality of life.
